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“THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION .

SUNCHON. CHRMICAL PLART

In the past the National Sunchon Chemical Plant in Sunchon, Pyongan Kamdo,
produced only carbide, oxygen, lime, and nitrogen, but now it also produces
carbonic acid and caleium.

The plant attained its 1948 production goal on 1 Rovember, and almed to
reach at least 126 percent of that goal by the end of the year. The oaloium-
carbonate manufacturing shop, for example, exceeded its production guota
during the sscond acl third guarters of 1948 1n spite of the snop's brief
period of operation. Calcium oarbonate e used mainly for processing rubber,
drugs, printing ink, autogenous welding, tollet articles, gunpowder, etu.

Preparations for tks opening of the urea-procsssing shop are also being made.

The production record of different items for the third quarter period
of 1948 1s as follows: carbide, 125.5 percent; calcinm cypamids, 126.6;
oxygen, 131.6; caloium carbonate, 14k4.8.

e Limestone, the rav material for carbide, is shipped to this plant from
the Wonsok-san Mine in Pukchang County, Pyongan Nemdo. This mins is owned by
the plant. After the limestone is crushed into powder, it is baked for a week
in the lime furnace to prodvee quicklime. Carbide {s made by mixing thias
quicklime with snthracite coal in a ratio of 100 to 80 and baking in the
electrio furnace for an hour.

The chief technlclan of the plant stated that until last aummer push-
carts vere used to transport the gquiocklime in the plant. Now, rails and dump
cars have been installed which saves the manpower equivalent of six mea's labor.
He considered this a phenomenal improvement. Improvements made ln conveylug
the finished carbide by mechanical means also saved slx to sever men's labor.
The number of accidents, including burns from the internsely hot carbide, was
also reduced. Constant attempts are belng made to improve efficlency and to
eliminate hazards.
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Thls plant mauufactuzaa Lrom 40 t0'50 velding roda a da,y, which. is
endigh “to mAlntaln self- suxf'”toncy'

"The production of carbide has Increased to 330 percent .of the output
rerorded before the liberat‘an

There. are 16.nltriding furnace units in thiie plant, 8 pf which Wers. in
operation. "The:chief ‘technloian atated: that one of them 1g coated outside
“with 1licod to prevent heat .escaping. ‘This 15 a’new m.ethod, nov being toabed,

L which was origmated by the p].ant

Informa.tion dispatchere are distributed througmut. the .plant, &pa’ the
develppments tn: each’ shop are reported each day to the:Workers Leagne. At
“i;one time a- report.was made of the weathering of .ths carbide. While a method

- to prevert the'weathering was being. -coneidsred ; workers unheaitabingly worked
~overtime and 1n 2 daye transferred 10 tons of carbide to a safer plase. : Dariag
‘the winter, 1% was reported that the flltering mmohine hed frozen.. The workers
promptly installad electric heatera which 1mproved condltions grnatly.

The fervent patriotism of all vorkers am the optimum afﬁciency in"
operation. of the plant promise brilliant.suocese . for. the Sunohon Chemical
Plant in the forthcoming 2-year econom.‘l.o program for 191&9 - 50.




